UDL iPad strategies, text-to-speech
Source: Kit Hard

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkmY-peIRjI
Starting from 2.49 mins: So let's take a look at how that is going to look inside the Safari browser. So we have an article here about the NASA curiosity rover on Mars, and to go back to one of the features we looked at in a previous video, I'm going to click on the reader feature. Because the text-to-speech does work in here, and just a reminder that I could go in and I could change the font size and make the font a little bit larger and easier to read. Then what I am going to do is I'm going to press and hold on the first word of my sentence and then I'm going to drag this bar here down at the bottom to the first paragraph. Then I'll have these choices here of either copying the text, or clicking speak.  

There you can see it’s not only reading the text out loud but also highlighting each word as it goes along.  

This feature is also really handy when students are writing their own text, and I'm going to open up the Note app now and show you. This is a great activity to do in your classroom to help all students learn how to use the text to speech feature and the word highlighting feature as a universal tool. So when they are writing anything in a note taking app, they can then check for errors and spelling, by listening to their writing and reviewing it.  So I'm going to highlight what I have written here. And I do this almost any time I write an email or a blog post, I actually go ahead and run a text-to-speech on it and listen, because I have a tendency to leave out words.  So let's go ahead and listen.  

So I noticed here that I've left out the word "I" in between "forget" so I'm going to go ahead and add that in, and then I also, I have the little underlining here that says that I've misspelt the word, but hearing it also alerts me to the fact that I did not actually spell a word.  So I'm going to go and correct that now.  

Another feature that you can use these for as a universal design for learning technique is to have students go ahead and listen, going back to the article, have them go ahead and listen to maybe just the first paragraph, or couple of paragraphs, and asking all students to do this. And to remind them that sometimes when we start reading, because we're unfamiliar with what the content is going to be about and we may not know all the words, it's helpful to hear and listen to part of it first, and that way we have a good foundation for reading the rest of an article or a story. And asking all students to do that helps students to really understand what it’s like to be a reader and what it is when we first start reading something that we're unfamiliar with. Then those that want to continue to listen to it would have that option, and those who want to read independently have a good foundation for reading it successfully.  

So those are some of the universal design for learning strategies that you can apply to the accessibility features, particularly the text to speech features, built into the iPad.  
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