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Support connection

At Pearl-Cohn High
School an integral part
of the curriculum is a
daily practice called
“The Nest”.

For students, the
impact is increasing
connection and
community.

Closed Captions

Source:
Edutopia (US)
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdksaQxXH13BMeHo09MorBg

 
Video hosted on Youtube http://youtu.be/L6Kxd5Dp6K8
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Circle of friends

Creating a student
support network.

A teacher shares how
she uses the Circle of
Friends strategy to
tackle challenging
behaviour and promote
inclusion in year 7.

No captions or
transcript

Source:
Teachers Media (UK)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYCsvr_rQLc

 
Video hosted on Youtube http://youtu.be/dYCsvr_rQLc
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Support student friendships

Encourage students’
attempts to make
friends by offering useful
and timely guidance.

Be a positive role model and respect individual differences.
Model respect, caring, patience, and positive interactions.

Promote connections around common interests.

Provide opportunities for ongoing student connections.

Help students to join ongoing group activities by finding
appropriate roles for them.

Help keep student interactions going – explain the actions of
students whose social skills are just developing.

Share information about emergent friendships with whānau
so they can arrange for students to get together outside of
class.

https://inclusive.tki.org.nz/
https://inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/behaviour-and-learning/
https://inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/behaviour-and-learning/#foster-positive-relationships-and-partnerships
https://inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/behaviour-and-learning/support-positive-peer-relationships
https://inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/behaviour-and-learning/support-positive-peer-relationships


Inclusive Education
From
Guide: Behaviour and learning
Strategy: Foster positive relationships and partnerships
Suggestion: Support positive peer relationships
Date
17 April 2024
Link
inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/behaviour-and-learning/support-positive-peer-relationships

Using technology to build friendships

A parent
describes
how using
FaceTime
has helped
her son
with
Aspergers
connect
with his
classmates.

Closed Captions

Source:
Enabling e-Learning (NZ)
http://elearning.tki.org.nz/Teaching/Inclusive-classrooms/Making-friends-using-
facetime

 
Video hosted on Vimeo http://vimeo.com/105617229
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Reflective questions

Adapt for your own
context.

What strategies do you use to support friendship building?

How do you support peer connection at break times?

What approaches do you use to support children who do not
have strong friendships?

How can you create regular opportunities where students learn
about each other?

How do you utilise technologies to increase connection
between students and build friendships?
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